Tuesday March 6, 2018
INTREPID TRAVEL LAUNCHES WOMEN’S EXPEDITIONS OFFERING A UNIQUE INSIGHT
INTO FEMALE COMMUNITIES IN THE MIDDLE EAST
New tours in Morocco, Jordan and Iran will uncover the customs, food, challenges and
lives of local women
Intrepid Travel, the world’s largest experiential travel company and an industry pioneer in gender
equality has developed a new line of women-only expeditions in Morocco, Iran and Jordan,
encouraging female empowerment and showcasing the traditions and routines of local women in
each destination. The limited-edition tours will be available to book from March 8, 2018,
recognised globally as International Women’s Day.
The itineraries, each guided by female tour leaders, will break the barriers of traditional tourism in
these locales, offering a deeper understanding of female culture in each Middle Eastern nation.
The trips will expose female travellers to a range of fascinating local women – young, old,
religious, conservative, rural, modern and liberal – while respecting traditional cultural values.
“With all the hallmarks of a classic Intrepid Travel adventure – local leadership, local transport,
real life experiences – and an added focus on female travel and female empowerment, this new
line of Women’s Expeditions offers a unique opportunity for female travellers from around the
world to connect with each other and learn more about Middle Eastern women and their
day-to-day lives,” said Jenny Gray, regional product manager for the Middle East and Africa.
“While Intrepid Travel believes in inclusiveness at all levels of our company, these female-led,
women-only expeditions offer a socially responsible and culturally sensitive way for travellers to
access female-only establishments, experiences and customs in these traditionally conservative
countries.”
The Women’s Expeditions include:
●

Morocco: Women’s Expedition – During this unforgettable journey to the remote and
less-travelled reaches of Morocco, travellers will visit the bustling city of Marrakech before
breaking bread with Berber families in their private homes, seeing how an artist co-op is
empowering female rug-weavers in small villages, witnessing the verdant beauty of the

far-flung Bougmez Valley, and experiencing a traditional hammam with local women.
Prices start at $1,090.
●

Jordan: Women’s Expedition – On this eight-day adventure, travellers will spend a night in
Wadi Rum to learn the ancient art of Henna with traditional Bedouin Ladies, discover how
Kohl has been used for years – not just as a beauty product – but to protect the eyes from
the harsh desert sands, enjoy an afternoon at a local ladies-only beach at the Dead Sea,
learn the art of Arabic cooking in a local home with a female host, enjoy afternoon tea with
local women, and spend time with a female shepherd. Prices start at $2,125

●

Iran: Women’s Expedition –Travellers will step inside the hidden world of an Iranian beauty
salon, wander through a female-only park, take a yoga class with local women, travel by
public transport in the female-only carriage of the metro, local buses and an overnight
train, immerse themselves in rural nomadic life with a female host in a remote homestay
with the Qashqai people, meet young female entrepreneurs, and shop, cook and learn
secret recipes. Prices start at $3,495

Intrepid Travel’s commitment to women’s equality extends beyond the new line of Women’s
Expeditions; the company is committed to diversity and inclusion at all levels of the business, with
the ultimate goal of doubling its number of female tour leaders globally by 2020.
“While this may not be a difficult target in many countries, in traditional societies recruiting women
is a much greater challenge,” said Gray.
The company has already made great progress, for the first time ever achieving a 50/50 gender
split in the intake of new leaders hired in India, made possible by proactively advertising for
female applicants, creating targeted social campaigns, and educating women’s families on the
importance and positive attributes of female employment. As a result of these efforts, Intrepid now
employs a passionate group of 11 female tour leaders in the country who are eager to pave the
way towards gender equality in Indian tourism.
“We recognise that these progressive movements don’t happen overnight. There’s still a long way
to go, but through our ongoing efforts and by launching these new expeditions, we’re making
encouraging progress in promoting women’s independence and boosting female employment
around the world. It’s a core value of Intrepid and something that we are constantly working to
improve.”
While the Women’s Expeditions are currently only open to female travellers due to certain cultural
restrictions and societal norms, those who are interested in travelling to these destinations on a
similar itinerary are encouraged to explore Intrepid Travel’s full range of tours in Morocco, Jordan
and Iran at www.intrepidtravel.com.
For more information about the Women’s Expeditions, or to book, visit:

https://www.intrepidtravel.com/womens-expeditions.
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About Intrepid Travel
Intrepid Travel is a global adventure travel company that has been taking travellers off the beaten
track to discover the world's most amazing places for 29 years. The company offers more than
1,500 trips in more than 120 countries and on every continent. Every trip is designed to truly
experience local culture - to meet local people, try local food, take local transport and stay in local
accommodation. A world leader in responsible travel, Intrepid’s award-winning tour leaders, small
group sizes and included activities mean they offer travellers great value for money.
www.intrepidtravel.com

