
 

 

Intrepid Travel Acquires Wildland Trekking, Accelerating Ambitions to Grow Sustainable Travel in 

the U.S. 

The acquisition of  the U.S.-based tour company will see the merger of  the two business’ operations and 

strengthen Intrepid’s active portfolio in North America with the addition of  260 trips. With the move, 

Intrepid Travel takes aim at signif icantly growing their share of  the U.S. domestic travel market. 

 

January 26, 2022 – Intrepid Travel is announcing today its acquisition of  Wildland Trekking, an 

environmentally-conscious U.S.-based tour operator focused on active and outdoor adventures. The 

acquisition will build upon Intrepid’s operational capability in the United States, providing more diverse 

and robust outdoor adventure-based options for both domestic and international travelers.  

This is the next step in Intrepid’s investment and growth within the United States, which was accelerated 

by the COVID-19 pandemic as interest for unique domestic travel options in the country spiked following 

international border closures. In 2019, U.S. domestic travel spending reached nearly $1 trillion USD, a 

number Intrepid is conf ident will grow in the coming years and presents a signif icant market opportunity. 

In 2021, Intrepid Travel built and launched its own dedicated North American operations hub under the 

leadership of  Matt Berna, Intrepid’s North American Managing Director. The new Intrepid DMC has 

helped to increase its local capacity, ensure the utmost quality control, and inco rporate the highest 

sustainability and responsibility measures into each trip. The company also recently launched 38 new 

tours in the United States that begin departing in 2022, which reimagine what travel within the U.S. 

can and should look like by incorporating more diverse perspectives and experiences alongside the iconic 

sites.  

With a total of  57 U.S.-based trips currently on of fer by Intrepid Travel, the Wildland Trekking acquisition 

will bolster Intrepid’s operational capacity, increasing their U.S. tour range by over 400%. 

“Wildland Trekking has such an incredible history of  operating exceptional and innovative trips, and we’ve 

been really impressed with their commitment to running tours that are also good for the planet,” said 

James Thornton, CEO of  Intrepid Travel. 

“This acquisition will play an integral part in Intrepid’s journey to becoming a billion-dollar adventure travel 

company by further increasing our operational capabilities  in the region, but more importantly, it signif ies 

our commitment to growing and scaling our style of  sustainable, experience-rich travel within the U.S.,” 

adds Thornton. 

Wildland Trekking, founded in 2005 by Steve Cundy, Scott Cundy and Brad Ball, of fers hundreds of  

innovative U.S. itineraries ranging f rom hut to hut trekking through the Presidential Range in New 

Hampshire to exciting backpacking trips throughout the Rocky Mountains and Desert Southwest . The 

acquisition will merge each company’s operations and business in the U.S. , with future plans including 

developing new trips in Alaska and the Canadian Rockies and building more winter season trips. 

Wildland Trekking had one of  its strongest years in 2021 with its bookings up 20%. Since its inception, the 

tour operator has accommodated more than 75,000 travelers, built a team of  nearly 200 staf f , and raised 

hundreds of  thousands of  dollars for conservation initiatives through partnerships with various National 

Park associations and environmental groups.  

http://www.intrepidtravel.com/
https://wildlandtrekking.com/
https://www.statista.com/statistics/207075/domestic-travel-spending-in-the-us-since-2002/
https://www.intrepiddmc.com/destinations/north-america
https://www.intrepidtravel.com/united-states
https://wildlandtrekking.com/trips/presidential-peaks-and-the-appalachian-trail/
https://wildlandtrekking.com/trip-styles/guided-backpacking-trips/


The company also operates with a “leave no trace” mentality and has been in the process of  becoming 

carbon neutral, aligning well with Intrepid’s own priorities as a certif ied B Corp and a leader in the 

responsible travel space.  

“At Wildland Trekking, we prioritize sustainability, conservation, safety and professionalism, while striving 

to create life-changing experiences for every guest who travels with us,” said Steve Cundy, Co-Founder 

and Partner at Wildland Trekking. “It was clear to us that Intrepid possesses all of  these same values.”  

“We’re thrilled to add an exciting and unique set of  experiences to Intrepid's portfolio of programs and to 

play a large part in building Intrepid's presence in North America,” Cundy added.  

Wildland’s staf f  will all remain with the business and play an integral role in the future growth of  Intrepid’s 

U.S. operations. Two of  the founders will be staying within the business with the third mov ing into 

retirement. 

The f inancial terms of  the deal were not disclosed.  

For more information about Intrepid Travel, visit www.intrepidtravel.com.  

 

### 

Note to editors:  
Photos can be downloaded here with credit to Intrepid Travel, and here with credit to Wildland Trekking.  
 

Media Contact:  
Nicole Powell – Global PR Manager, Intrepid Travel 
Nicole.Powell@IntrepidTravel.com  

 
ABOUT INTREPID TRAVEL    
Intrepid Travel is a world leader in sustainable experience-rich travel that has been taking travellers to 

discover the world's most amazing places for more than 30 years. The company’s mission is to create 
positive change through the joy of  travel. The company of fers more than 1,150 trips on every continent 
and every is designed to truly experience local culture. With its own network of  destination management 

companies in 23 countries, Intrepid has unique local expertise and perspectives. Globally renowned as a 
leader in responsible travel, in 2018 the carbon-neutral business became the world’s largest travel 
company to be certif ied B-Corp. Intrepid Travel is the only global tour operator with verif ied science-based 

carbon reduction targets and its not-for-prof it, The Intrepid Foundation, has raised more than $11 million 
for more than 130 charities around the world. For further information download the company’s 2020 
Integrated Annual Report and follow on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter or LinkedIn. 
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